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Fr Jeremy Writes: 
 

The Most Holy Trinity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”.  From the 
moment these words were spoken over us and the water poured on our heads we became 
Christians and entered into the very life of God.  The Spirit of Jesus was poured into our 
hearts and his life began within us.  Our parents and godparents were charged with a 
sacred trust: to keep the flame of faith alive in our hearts, to teach us about Jesus, pray 
with us, educate us in the belief system of Catholic Christians and safeguard the greatest 
gift we have ever, or will ever, receive – a share in the life of God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  They promised to bring us up ‘to love God and our neighbour’ and to be our ‘first 
and best of teachers in the ways of faith’.   
Thus, the Holy Trinity is not some obscure theological concept way beyond the 
understanding of even the most brilliant theologians and scholars. The Trinity is so close 
to us we could never separate our lives from the life of God dwelling in us through the 
Holy Spirit because our lives and God’s are inextricably intertwined in our very being. The 
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fact that we nourish that divine life in us by eating the bread of Christ’s body and drinking 
the wine of his blood makes the point because these elements become part of our body’s 
physical structure so that we are inseparably one with God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Baptism is a kind of personal Incarnation in which Christ takes on our flesh and lives in 
us and through us to continue his work in the world. 
At one time the feast of the Holy Trinity, in spite of its fundamental importance as the 
most central tenet of our faith, was the bugbear of preachers who were expected to explain 
how God could be three Persons but yet only one God. The following comes from a guide 
for preachers of the 1960s as background for their homily on this Sunday: 

The dogma of faith which forms the object of today’s feast is this: there is one God 
and in this one God there are three divine persons; the Father is God, the Son is God, 
the Holy Spirit is God. Yet there are not three Gods, but one, eternal, incomprehensible 
God! The Father is not more God than the Son, neither is the Son more God than the 
Holy Spirit… 

And so it goes on.  Of course, it is important that we believe that there is one God in three 
Persons, but since we will never be able to understand something that has confounded 
the greatest minds in history, there is little point in trying; suffice it to say “Lord, I believe, 
help my unbelief”.  Far more important is to embrace the definition of God given us by St 
John: “God is love” (1 John 4:12) and where there is love and loving kindness, God is 
there. So if you want to make God a living, thriving presence in the world, as we all should, 
then ‘all you need is love’ - to coin a phrase.  
 
Follow Mass with us every Sunday and Weekday on our YouTube channel  
video.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk 
 

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES 
As previously, Mass will be celebrated each day and will be recorded. Masses should appear on YouTube around midday. 

SUNDAY 7th June c. 10.30 am THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY 
TRINITY 

People of the Parish 

Monday 8th June c. 12 noon Monday, Week 10 in Ordinary Time Michael Rutter RIP 
Tuesday 9th June c. 12 noon Tuesday, Week 10 in Ordinary Time Dec’d Members of Lodrick family 
Wednesday 10rd June c. 12 noon Wednesday, Week 10 in Ordinary Time 

Rosary: The Mysteries of Light 
Amy Collins RIP 

(funeral 12.15) 
Thursday 11th June c. 12 noon St Barnabas, memorial Theresa Tierney, good estate 
Friday 12th June c. 12 noon Friday, Week 10 in Ordinary Time Marie-Rose & Martin Regan 

thanksgiving 
Saturday 13th June c. 12 noon St Anthony of Padua, memorial Mary & Paul Baker 

(40th Wedding) 

 
APOLOGIES for the non-appearance of the Rosary last week.  Work commitments intervened 
so the Mysteries of Light will be celebrated from Wednesday this week instead. 
MORE APOLOGIES: Some of last week’s daily Masses took a ridiculous amount of time to 

upload on to YouTube. One took nine and three quarter hours!! So I am sorry if this 
created problems for you.  I am looking for ways to make the process faster. 
 

AS A PARISH WE ARE LOSING AROUND £5000 A MONTH because 
of the Corona Virus pandemic. 
Can you please think of helping our parish recoup some of the funds 
we are losing by going to the website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) 
and clicking on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate.  It’s ever so easy 
and it’s fun! Try it – and try it again – and get your family and friends to 
try it – and anyone you can think of – and save us from drowning in 
debt. 
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NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Walking hand in hand with God to make our world a better place” 
 
At last, with great excitement and a huge amount of preparation, St Peter’s was able to open its doors more 
widely to pupils on Monday 1st June. During the first week after the half-term break, pupils in Year R (aged 
4-5), Year 1 (aged 5-6) and Year 6 (aged 10-11) were able to come into school, along with continued provision 
for the children of key workers and vulnerable children.  It was no mean feat to get the school ready, with 
classrooms rearranged, one way walking systems in place, staggered timings and locations for arrival, pick-
up, break times and lunch times, and all this in a setting that was thoroughly deep cleaned from top to 
bottom in time for the first arrivals.  Meeting the government guidance for a return to school on Monday 
1st June has meant that we have used every classroom in the school and member of staff available in order 
to accommodate just 3 of our 7 year groups along with key worker and vulnerable children.  At the same 
time, we are maintaining a deep cleaning rota of all rooms in the school over the course of the week so that 
parents, pupils and staff can have 
confidence that we are doing all we can 
to maintain a safe and hygienic setting 
for them.  The staff at St Peter’s are 
continuing to set learning on-line for 
children to do at home, and those 
children who are able to come into 
school complete those tasks in 
classrooms of no more than 15 
pupils.  Plenty of time is also spent 
outside (what luck this wonderful 
recent weather) for PE and games 
lessons, as well as other outdoor 
learning opportunities 
covering science, maths and creative subjects.  Whilst it was wonderful to see the children return with smiles 
(but not hugs!) this week, we are keeping in contact with the pupils in those year groups not yet nominated 
by the government to return to school even on a partial basis.  Phone calls home from their class teachers 
continue, and we know that through a range of technology (mostly their parents’ devices) the children are 
keeping in regular contact with their friends from school.  So school life enters a new dimension at St Peter’s, 
once again, and the only thing of which we are sure is that more changes will be on the way for us to handle 
before we approach anything like a school routine that could be considered normal!  We continue to put the 
children and their welfare at the heart of everything we do, be they in school or at home, and ask for your 
prayers for the whole school community, pupils, staff and families, at St Peter’s. Mr Richard Cunningham, 
Headteacher  
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Going into Hospital? If you or one of your family is going into hospital please ensure that the Catholic Chaplaincy 
at the hospital is informed so that the inpatient can receive appropriate care. At the moment, access to patients in hospital 
is restricted and the chaplain may be the only person outside the strictly medical staff who can be in contact and who can 
supply the consolation of sacramental and pastoral care to relieve busy ward staff. Your relative will then receive regular 
visits from Fr Daniel or Fr Rob during their stay. You can also stay in touch with the occasional phone call to the ward 
but please be conscious of the workload of staff at this hectic period for front line health personnel. To contact the 
chaplain’s office call 02392 286408 (or through the main switchboard 02392 286000). You can also email at 
chaplaincyservices@porthosp.nhs.uk  
 
EVER BEEN HAD? Scammers are having a field day during the virus pandemic and discovering 
ever new and ingenious ways to scam us out of our money. Emails are a favourite means of conning the 
unsuspecting. If something looks too good to be true it almost certainly is.  If you think something looks 
suspicious, comes from someone you don’t know, contains spelling errors, purports to come from your bank 
(they will never ask you to confirm account details by email – or verbally over the phone), or from HMRC 
promising a rebate, etc. do not be taken in. Trash the email immediately, preferably without even opening 
it. Check that your emails are legitimate. Verify email addresses. Verify, if necessary, with the person that 
you think has sent the email. If in any doubt and you cannot verify with the person via telephone, the golden 
rule is DO NOTHING, DO NOT REPLY TO THE EMAIL. Remember silence is a scammers’ worst enemy. 
Download the factsheet for more information and some handy tips for recognising spoof emails: 
CORONAVIRUS_AND_CYBER_CRIME.pdf . 
 

ROSARY Join our rosary ‘pray-along’ every Wednesday on our YouTube channel –  
video.waterlooville-catholic.org.uk 
 

We have launched an emergency appeal for funds, because the 
impact of coronavirus in countries with poor health systems will 
be devastating. Families without enough to eat and without 
access to clean water, living with HIV or in cramped refugee 

camps, will be very vulnerable to coronavirus.  
Our local experts are already helping them to 
 

 Deliver food to where it is needed most. 
 Improve hygiene, handwashing and sanitation at the community and household level. 
 Produce radio messages, posters and leaflets in local languages on risks and prevention. 
 Train community volunteers to carry out awareness campaigns. 

Your donations to support this work are needed now more than ever. Visit www.cafod.org.uk/coronavirus  
 
  

THE FOODBANK is open for donations or collections on Mondays 9.30 
to 11.30 am and Fridays 12 to 2 pm. If you would like to help financially, 
cheques are payable to: Living Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite 
Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For bank transfers: Sort code: 
20-69-34; a/c no. 1363803 
 
EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES Local families 
struggling before the Corona virus crisis now find themselves in an even more 
critical situation. You can help them by texting 70 905 to donate £5 or by 
visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored 

by Wave 105.2 FM. You can also join a Facebook group here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/ 
ON A SIMILAR THEME: The parish shop still has a stock of fairly-traded goods for sale.  You may wish to buy some 
items for the vulnerable or, alternatively, donate a sum of money which can be converted into goods to be donated to the 
Foodbank. Please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com to arrange payment and delivery. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS: 
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan, Betty 
Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret Bush, Boris 
Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John DeBattista, Dr 
Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Ken Ng, Karen Hulme, Mary 
Brown and Theresa Tierney, JP Anglaret. 
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. 
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them 
 
 

SUPPORT FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS ISSUES 
The diocese has set up a prayer and listening service for 
the period of the coronavirus lockdown. Trained DBS 
cleared Prayer Ministers will help and pray with people 
affected by the virus and the effect of the lockdown and 
listen to their story. The service is for people over the age of 
18 and there is special provision for key workers who may 
need to process some of the issues they are experiencing 
on the front line.  To access the service, go to the diocesan 
website home page and, under ‘coronavirus’ select Prayer 
Support from the options available and follow instructions.  
Here is the link: 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-support 
 

 

Marriage Care Volunteers needed: 
Could it be you? ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are few’ 
Broken relationships are extremely painful and can affect the wider 
family and friends. Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation 
providing marriage preparation and relationship counselling support 
for couples across England and Wales. Our Portsmouth centre is 
looking for someone with experience of team management to support 
our current Head of Centre working with our local team in delivering 
vital relationship support services. If you want to be part of a friendly 
team making a real difference in your community, please enquire. For 
more information you can visit us at: www.marriagecare.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

 


