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Fr. Jeremy writes… 

This weekend, as we celebrate Palm Sunday, now known as Passion Sunday, we 
enter Holy Week. As the name suggests, we commemorate the holiest events in 
our faith’s calendar and our Saviour’s life which all took place in the space of a 
week, beginning with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, through the events 
surrounding his tragic and humiliating death on the cross, and culminating in his 
triumphant and glorious resurrection. 

It is important for us to celebrate each of the moments of this week since they take 
our emotions on a rollercoaster ride through the full range of our feelings: joy, 
anticipation, sadness, loss, emptiness, relief, hope and elation as we accompany 
Jesus on his last journey in life. These are quite literally the most important events 
in human history. It is through them that Jesus opens for all humanity the possibility 
of a share in the fullness of risen life for ever with Jesus in the presence of God 
beyond our physical death. 

This year’s Holy Week will be like no other in history thanks to the COVID-19 virus 
which has totally taken over and dominates our lives in every aspect, including our 
life of faith. We are prisoners in our own homes and have to manage either the 
loneliness of isolation from all human contact and physical presence or the 
continued pressure of living 24/7 cheek by jowl with family members whom we love 
but whose constant ‘thereness’ in our face can test our patience and self-control to 
the limit. Our streets are eerily soulless in their emptiness and, for a species that is 
naturally gregarious, friendless and sad.  If it were not for the beautiful sunshine 
tempting us out for a daily ‘constitutional’ it would be so much more depressing and 
unbearable. How will it be possible for us to celebrate the very special, visceral joy 
of the resurrection in time of pandemic? 

Well, why not start with the beautiful weather and the quietness of our streets.  This 
is a time when we are free of the usual distractions of deadlines, traffic jams on our 
journey to work, long, hard days in the office, or at school, an exhausting pace of 
life.  Mostly we do not have time to stop and take in the beautiful, unfolding, 
burgeoning world of nature around us.  In this sense, this time of enforced leisure 
offers unprecedented opportunities to savour life, to stop and think and admire, to 
pace our lives down a few notches and really take in the beautiful God-given world 
around us.  

Out walking the other day I stopped and sat on a bench beside the road and took 
in the profusion of beautiful daffodils growing on a traffic island. I’d driven past here 
many times almost without noticing how beautiful and simple God’s gift of colour, 
how perfect his design, how abundant his love expressed in spring flowers and tree 
blossom, how fruitful and generous his ingenious nature on display in a myriad of 
different shapes, forms, colours, textures, sizes and kinds. And that’s only the 
plants, to say nothing of the birds, insects and animals we might see on a day’s 
walk.  Why not take advantage of the beautiful weather and take a slow walk 
through the countryside noticing, perhaps for the first time, the wonders of 
awakening nature around.  Even better, carry a rosary in your pocket and pray it 
as you walk along, quietly giving thanks to God for the wondrous, awesome world 
he has made for our delight. This is how we can celebrate resurrection: it is 
happening all around us before our very eyes, the gift of new life from God. Praise 
Him! 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 
A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

William Wordsworth 

  

A Beautiful Idea  
For Palm Sunday 

How can we publicly 
acknowledge this important 
day on our calendar when so 
many of us will be behind 
closed doors?  
The Missionaries of the Holy Spirit posted this idea on their 
Facebook page: 
What if everyone on Sunday April 5 in the morning, puts a 
branch on the door of their house or on the window, to 
celebrate Palm Sunday? 
It could be any green branch you can get. This would help, 
despite the social distancing, to be connected as we enter into 
the Holiest of Weeks. 
We may be physically isolated, but not separated. We are united 
as the body of Christ.  We are the Church.  

 

5 April 2020 
PALM SUNDAY of the Passion of the Lord 

For those who will be joining Father for Sunday morning Mass  
on his YouTube channel: 

Entrance Antiphon:  Six days before the Passover, when the Lord 
came into the city of Jerusalem, the children ran to meet him; in 
their hands they carried palm branches and with a loud voice 
cried out: Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed are you, who have 
come in your abundant mercy! 

Psalm Response:  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Gospel Acclamation: Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!  
Christ was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a 
cross.  But God raised him high and gave him the name which is 
above all names.  Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

Communion Antiphon:  Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my 
drinking it, your will be done. 



DATE TIME LITURGICAL CELEBRATION MASS INTENTION 
SUNDAY 5 Apr 10.30am PALM SUNDAY of the Passion of the Lord People of the Parish 
Monday 6 Apr 11am Monday of HOLY WEEK Brian Cable RIP 
Tuesday 7 Mar 11am Tuesday of HOLY WEEK Wives Intention 

Wednesday 8 Apr 11am Wednesday of HOLY WEEK Hubert Whitfield RIP 

Maundy Thursday 8pm MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Good Friday 3pm LITURGY OF THE LORD’S PASSION 

Holy Saturday 8pm THE EASTER VIGIL 

News… 

 

If you have any news items or notices that you wish to be included in our newsletter, including any ‘good 
news’, achievements etc. or if you would like to receive the newsletter via email please contact the parish 
secretary on shspa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS: 
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin,  Thomas Andrew, 
Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan,  

Betty Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham,  
Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling,  
Margaret Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen Condon,  

Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill,  
Amrutha Anthony, John DeBattista,  

Dr Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan,  
Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Ken Ng  

Karen Hulme & Mary Brown. 

For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved,  
those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. 

For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic  
and for the health care personnel who have care of them. 

 

NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
The show must go on!  Friday 3rd April 2020 was in the calendar as the 
Friends of St Peter’s end of term disco.  Just because we were not in 
school didn’t mean that we couldn’t all have our own discos and 
celebrate the end of term at home.  So, on Friday evening, pupils in 
their own homes wore something super bright to glow in the dark, shut 
their curtains, turned the volume up to 11 and grooved on!  I reminded 
the families that the best part of any school disco is the sweet stall 
and the snack bar, so during their one essential shop of the week they 
were asked to sneak into the trolley some hot dogs or pizza, some fizzy 
jelly sweets as a treat, and a bottle of soft drink in any un-natural 
looking colour that took their fancy.  And now, time for a holiday - at 
home!                                               Richard Cunningham, Headteacher  

 

Phone Buddies 
In this time of crisis when many people are 
isolated at home alone with no social contact 
possible, we would like to hear from anyone who 
would appreciate a phone call from time to time 
from another parishioner just to hear another 
voice, ask for help or seek advice. 

If you would like to be included, please email the presbytery 
(shspa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk) and let us know, giving a contact 
number you would be happy for a Phone Buddy to use.  If, from the other 
point of view, you would like to enlist as a Phone Buddy to contact an 
isolated person, please also let us know so that we can put you in touch. 
Obviously, there must be some guidelines around this, but we will share 
these with those who want to join the scheme. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
As from today, 3rd April, diocesan staff will be placed on furlough 
until further notice in order to take advantage of the recently 
announced Government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme.  

This is necessary owing to the drop in income to parishes (c.£50,000 
a week across the diocese) due to the closure of churches and loss 
of collection income, hall hirings, etc.  

This means that Sue, Nina and Lisa will no longer be able to come to 
work or to work from home in line with the terms of the scheme for 
as long as necessary.  From lunchtime today, April 3rd, there will be 
no secretarial support in the parish until further notice.  I appeal to 
parishioners, therefore, to take this into account when wishing to 
contact the parish and, as far as possible, to keep contact to what is 
urgent, necessary or relevant and to prefer contact by email than by 
phone.   

Apologies for any inconvenience this may cause and thanks in 
advance for your cooperation.  Fr. Jeremy. 

 

EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES 
An emergency appeal has been set up this week to help local families hardest 
hit by Coronavirus. Local families struggling before this crisis now find 
themselves in an even more critical situation. You can help them by texting 
70 905 to donate £5 or by visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. This ‘Cash for 
Kids’ appeal is sponsored by Wave 105.2 FM. You can also join a Facebook 
group here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/  


