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Waiting for Godot - a play by Samuel Beckett that explores the theme of waiting. Once described as “a two-act play in which nothing happens - 
twice” 

Fr Jeremy Writes: 
 

WAITING 
 

At this time we share an important experience with the apostles - waiting. At his Ascension, Jesus gave 
his disciples a job to do: to evangelise the world; no small task, then. At that moment the twelve disciples 
became ‘apostles’, literally, ‘ones who are sent’. But then, having set them up to go off into the world to spread 
the good news about the salvation Jesus came to bring to the whole world, Jesus says, ‘but not yet’ and sends 
them back to that stuffy upper room in the city where, a bit like us, they had been in self-imposed lockdown 
for over six weeks. Unlike us, they didn’t have the whole of the house to resort to when they needed some 
personal space, and presumably no garden to escape to.  No bread-making or crocheting or weeding to distract 
them then, and while we know there were games played with dice, I’m supposing there were no jigsaws, 
though they might have had card games; and there are only so many objects in a room to keep ‘I Spy’ viable.  
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Who brought them food? Someone must have gone out to do the shopping. Perhaps that’s where 
Thomas was when Jesus appeared among them for the first time after rising from the dead. And what did they 
do for money? They were not furloughed on 80% and the common purse must have been running low. I can 
only imagine that, like those of us self-isolating and shielding, they had kind friends and relatives on the 
outside who kept them supplied out of their own charity. 

I jest, of course, but only slightly.  COVID-19 has given us a unique opportunity to experience and 
gain insight into something of what the apostles in the upper room must have gone through in their self-
imposed isolation after the death of Jesus, and these are some of the practical realities of their situation as well 
as ours. Now, a new element has entered the scenario - the promise of a lifting of the lockdown; for them, 
through the arrival of the Holy Spirit, and for us by the gradual lifting of restrictions. But still, we have to 
wait. Both these promises are a tantalising expectation on the horizon at the moment and somehow the 
knowledge that they will soon turn from shimmering mirage to reality only makes the waiting more 
challenging.  

One thing I know the apostles and Mary 
would certainly have done in that room was to 
pray together.  Jesus had given them a deep and 
unique insight into the heart and mind of God and 
his infinite love for us his children.  Their faith can 
only have been nourished and deepened and 
strengthened by their intimate association with 
Jesus, and remembering him, retelling stories 
about him, recalling things he said and did would 
surely have been part of their daily reflection and 
household ‘liturgy’ along with the psalms and 
passages from the Hebrew Bible (i.e., the Old 
Testament, give or take). I hope prayer, faithful 
reflection and sharing in the online liturgies have 
also helped you to keep connected with Our Lord 
and one another during this time of waiting. From 
this week you can also share praying the rosary 
together on Wednesdays on our YouTube 
channel. Remember: the family that prays 
together stays together. Let us pray for one 
another until we meet again around the table of the 
Lord in the (hopefully) not too distant future. 

 
For Those Who Are Anxious in Time of Pandemic            Raymond Friel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES 
As previously, Mass will be celebrated each day and will be recorded. Masses should appear on YouTube around midday. 

SUNDAY 24th May c. 10.30 am SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER People of the Parish 
Monday 25th May c. 12 noon   Monday of the Seventh Week of Easter Mary Moody RIP 
Tuesday 26th May c. 12 noon Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Easter Anthony Edward Weld RIP 
Wednesday 27th May c. 12 noon St AUGUSTINE feast 

NEW: Rosary: The Glorious Mysteries 
Ronnie Lane RIP 

Thursday 28th May c. 12 noon Thursday of the Seventh Week of Easter Deceased Clergy 
Friday 29nd May c. 12 noon Friday Seventh Week of Easter  Judith & Martin Lewis 

Golden Wedding 
Saturday 30th May c. 12 noon Saturday Seventh Week of Easter  Joan Bennett RIP 

God of Gethsemane, 
who knew deep anxiety, 
the desire for the cup to be taken away, 
your sweat dropping onto the clay of earth like blood, 
be with those who suffer at this time 
from anxiety, the fear of their world  
running out of control. 

The facts alone 
fan the embers of anxiety 
in all of us: the grim daily numbers, 
the fear of falling ill, of facing our end. 
In our loneliest darkness, 
in the night of our Gethsemane, 
may we find you there. 
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AS A PARISH WE ARE LOSING AROUND £5000 A MONTH because 
of the Corona Virus pandemic. 
Can you please think of helping our parish recoup some of the funds 
we are losing by going to the website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) 
and clicking on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate.  It’s ever so easy 
and it’s fun! Try it – and try it again – and get your family and friends to 
try it – and anyone you can think of – and save us from drowning in 
debt. 

 
NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Walking hand in hand with God to make our world a better place” 
 

This Wednesday 20th May was National 'Thank a Teacher' Day. 
In my opinion every adult who works in a school is a 
teacher, regardless of their official role or job title.  The 
children at St Peter's Catholic Primary School learn so much 
from the adults in their classrooms, the kitchen, the office 
and in the site team, all working together for their benefit.  I 
know for sure that the same can be said for our next door 
neighbours in Oaklands Catholic School and Sixth Form 
College, as well as our friends and colleagues on the other 
side of the A3 at St Thomas More's Catholic Primary School 
in Bedhampton.  And all of this is true in normal times, 
never mind the ways in which our Catholic schools have 
striven to work for the academic, pastoral and spiritual 
benefit of all their pupils and students in these most 
challenging of coronavirus times.  Therefore, in the spirit of 
the day, I can include each and every adult at these three 

schools when I say THANK YOU to you all colleagues on this week of National Thank a Teacher Day! 
 Mr Richard Cunningham, Headteacher  
 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

ROSARY Starting Wednesday next we will be hosting a rosary ‘pray-
along’ on our YouTube channel - where you find our Sunday and daily 
Mass recordings - starting with the Glorious mysteries to celebrate this 
season of Ascension and Pentecost. Each week a different mystery will be 
celebrated. 

Fr Paul Biji: Chris Whitfield writes: “Fr Biji was a chaplain at QA and his death came as a shock to all of us. 
He was quite young, in his fifties, so it was totally unexpected. His illness lasted less than a week so they are 
unsure of the medical reason yet. He was a wonderful person, well-liked by all, welcoming and very easy to get 
on with, with a great sense of humour; we are all going to miss him. He was of Indian descent, Greek Orthodox, 
I think, and will be sadly missed by us all in the department. He leaves behind a wife and family”. 
 
Val Reynolds: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Val Reynolds, one-time teacher and secretary at 
Oaklands school. She died peacefully with her family around her. May she rest in peace.  
 
Please also remember in your prayers Anthony Edward Weld and Ronnie Lane who have died this week 
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We have launched an emergency appeal for funds, because the 
impact of coronavirus in countries with poor health systems will 
be devastating. Families without enough to eat and without 
access to clean water, living with HIV or in cramped refugee 

camps, will be very vulnerable to coronavirus.  
Our local experts are already helping them to 
 

 Deliver food to where it is needed most. 
 Improve hygiene, handwashing and sanitation at the community and household level. 
 Produce radio messages, posters and leaflets in local languages on risks and prevention. 
 Train community volunteers to carry out awareness campaigns. 

Your donations to support this work are needed now more than ever. Visit www.cafod.org.uk/coronavirus  
  

THE FOODBANK is open for donations or collections on Mondays 9.30 
to 11.30 am and Fridays 12 to 2 pm. If you would like to help financially, 
cheques are payable to: Living Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite 
Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For bank transfers: Sort code: 
20-69-34; a/c no. 1363803 
EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES Local families 
struggling before the Corona virus crisis now find themselves in an even more 
critical situation. You can help them by texting 70 905 to donate £5 or by 
visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored 

by Wave 105.2 FM. You can also join a Facebook group here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/ 
ON A SIMILAR THEME: The parish shop still has a stock of fairly-traded goods for sale.  You may wish to buy some 
items for the vulnerable or, alternatively, donate a sum of money which can be converted into goods to be donated to the 
Foodbank. Please contact Philip Hayllar at philiphayllar@hotmail.com to arrange payment and delivery. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS: 
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan, Betty Groves, 
Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen 
Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John DeBattista, Dr Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, 
Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Ken Ng, Karen Hulme, Mary Brown and Theresa Tierney, JP Anglaret. 
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. 
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them 
 

SUPPORT FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS ISSUES 
The diocese has set up a prayer and listening service for the period of the coronavirus lockdown. Trained DBS cleared 
Prayer Ministers will help and pray with people affected by the virus and the effect of the lockdown and listen to their 
story. The service is for people over the age of 18 and there is special provision for key workers who may need to process 
some of the issues they are experiencing on the front line.  To access the service, go to the diocesan website home page 
and, under ‘coronavirus’ select Prayer Support from the options available and follow instructions.  Here is the link: 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-support 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water pistol car blessing – not available in this parish! 


