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CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 
In response to new government restrictions for the sake of public health and 
safety, the following measures have been put in place with immediate effect. 
These measures are to be read in conjunction with those put in place by 
the Decree of 19 March 2020, and in some cases modify or supersede them. 
 Ministers of Holy Communion.  THERE WILL BE NO COMMUNION 

TAKEN TO THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND, but Eucharistic Ministers 
are encouraged to keep in touch with their communicants by phone and 
to help them with their needs. 

 Churches. All churches and chapels in the Diocese of Portsmouth are 
to be closed with immediate effect until further notice. Priests will 
continue to say a daily Mass but without the faithful present. 

 Baptisms. Baptisms are to be deferred until a time when the government 
signals that people can gather again safely. In danger of death, baptisms 
may be celebrated privately with the necessary hygiene precautions and 
with strictly limited attendance. 

 Matrimony. Weddings are to be deferred until a time when the 
government signals that people can gather again safely. 

 Sacraments to the Sick and the Dying. It may no longer be possible to 
administer the Sacraments upon request except to those in danger. 
Visits by the clergy to such people, especially when in care homes and 
hospitals, will need to follow the advice of those on infection control. 

Plenary Indulgence 
In this time of COVID-19 the Holy See offers a plenary indulgence to all who: 

• Reads Sacred Scripture for at least half an hour, or 

• Recites the rosary, or 

• Makes the Stations of the Cross, or 

• Recites the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
And offers these for an end to the epidemic, relief for the afflicted and eternal 
salvation for those who have died. Please also recite the Creed and one Our 
Father, one Hail Mary and one Glory Be for the intentions of the Holy Father. 

Phone Buddies 
In this time of crisis when many people are isolated at home alone with no 
social contact possible, we would like to hear from anyone who would 
appreciate a phone call from time to time from another parishioner just to 
hear another voice, ask for help or seek advice. If you would like to be 
included, please email the presbytery (shspa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk) 
and let us know, giving a contact number you would be happy for a Phone 
Buddy to use.  If, from the other point of view, you would like to enlist as a 
Phone Buddy to contact an isolated person, please also let us know so that 
we can put you in touch. Obviously, there must be some guidelines around 
this, but we will share these with those who want to join the scheme. 
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THE FIFTH SORROWFUL MYSTERY:  
THE CRUCIFIXION 

Jesus, who had given up the comfort of home and family and 
livelihood, who had wandered the land for the last three years, 
a homeless, penniless beggar, giving his time, his teaching, his 
wisdom, his healing, now gives the only thing he has left to give, 
his life. “His state was divine, yet he did not cling to his equality 
with God but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are; and being as all men are, he was 
humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross.” 
Jesus on the cross, weak, exhausted, severely dehydrated from 
loss of blood, the thorns piercing his scalp, sweat and blood 
dripping in his eyes, the midday middle eastern sun beating 
down on him, compounding his intense headache.  Scavenger 
birds, wheeling overhead or sitting quietly a little way off, in 
anticipation.  Like the crowd.   
To take every breath, Jesus raises his body, presses down on 
his impaled feet, lifts his body up by the nails through his hands, 
scraping his raw back on the rough wood of the cross. Thus the 
bitter cup that Jesus chose for our sake, out of love for us. 
“This is how God's love was revealed among us: God sent His 
one and only Son into the world, so that we might live through 
Him.  And love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.” 
We have a choice every minute of every day.  Do we press the 
thorns a little deeper, or wipe sweat from His eyes?  Do we shout 
taunts from the safety of the crowd, or hold up a hand to shade 
Him from the glare of the sun? 
For I was hungry and you gave food to the food bank;  I was  
thirsty and you gave money to WaterAid;  I was a stranger and 
you made me welcome; naked and you helped at the 50p sale; 
sick and you brought round home-made soup; imprisoned in my 
loneliness and you dropped in for a cup of tea.  
“I tell you solemnly, in so far as you did this to one of the least 
of these brothers of mine, you did it to me.”       Vicky Muwanga 
 

 

Fr. Jeremy is now a YouTube star!   
You can join him ‘virtually’ as he 
celebrates Sunday Mass from the 
church and also daily Masses 
from his private chapel.   

To view Father’s YouTube channel, go to the Homepage of our 
website and you will find a link ‘video.waterlooville-
catholic.org.uk’.  Click here and it will take you straight where 
you need to be! 



DATE TIME LITURGICAL CELEBRATION MASS INTENTION 
SUNDAY 29 Mar 10.30am FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT People of the Parish 
Monday 30 Mar 11am Feria [5th Week of Lent] Union of Catholic Mothers’ Intention 
Tuesday 31 Mar 11am Feria [5th Week of Lent] Dec’d members of the Lodrick family 

Wednesday 1 Apr 11am Feria [5th Week of Lent] Mariamma Mathew RIP 
Thursday 2 Apr 11am Feria [5th Week of Lent] Maurice & Catherine Cremin RIP 

Friday 3 Apr 11am Feria [5th Week of Lent] Anne Judson RIP 

News… 

 

If you have any news items or notices that you wish to be included in our newsletter, including any ‘good 
news’, achievements etc. or if you would like to receive the newsletter via email please contact the parish 
secretary on shspa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS: 
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin,  

Thomas Andrew (TJ), Geoffrey Tompkins,  
Anne Littlefield, Damien Haughan,  

Betty Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham,  
Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling,  
Margaret Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen Condon,  

Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill,  
Amrutha Anthony, John DeBattista,  

Dr Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan,  
Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert & Ken Ng. 

For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved,  
those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. 

For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic  
and for the health care personnel who have care of them. 

 

NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
As St. Peter’s braced for an enforced school closure, 
attention turned to keeping a sense of normality for the 
pupils, and we had Mother’s Day to plan for!   
The Friends of St. Peter’s team did a great job in preparing 
and dropping off ever so quickly the gifts for sale, and then 
office staff at the school did sterling work above and beyond 
their usual brilliance to run the gift stalls over three 
afternoons.   
The outcome?  Lots of happy children with presents to take 
home for mums and grandmas to make last Sunday special, and 
of course some valuable extra funds raised for the school.   
Thank you so very much to all who helped in any way.   

Richard Cunningham, Headteacher  
 

 

‘HOME’ PRAYER CORNER 

A parishioner offered this photo 
of a prayer corner he has set up 
in his home to pray during the 
current restrictions when it is not 
possible to get to Mass or church.  

The family celebrate the rosary here every day and individual 
members come here for private prayer or just quiet time whenever 
they feel the need to take time out with the Lord. Perhaps, if you 
have a spare room, a quiet corner of another room - or even a 
man-shed, it's something you could consider too. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Congratulations to parishioner Andrew 
Lewis (pictured) who, at the age of 16, 
recently became ‘British Schools 
Trampoline Champion’.  

Andrew plays violin at the 6.30pm Mass 
on Sundays and is also a helper on our 
Youth Alpha/Confirmation Course. 

 

 

Fr Jeremy writes: 
Dear Parishioners, how fast 
everything changes on the 
Coronavirus front!  
Every day new initiatives and new 
answers to issues that arise from 
the management, testing, control 
and progress of the virus, and the 
economic consequences for 
industry and individuals, flow out in 
an unending stream from the 
Government.  

They deserve our praise, I believe, because everyone 
bombards them with new problems and criticisms without 
giving much credit for the tireless work they do day after day. 
Enormous admiration, too, for the gallant and self-sacrificing 
NHS workers at the coal face who still do not yet have sufficient 
protection and put their and their dependents lives at risk each 
day in selfless service of sufferers.   

I hope we were all out on the doorstep on Thursday clapping, 
cheering, ringing bells and banging pots and pans in heartfelt 
appreciation of all they are doing. How sad to hear of health 
workers being put out of their accommodation by landlords 
afraid they will bring infection into the house. Like wartime, a 
crisis like this brings out the best and the worst in human 
nature. 

Our efforts here are aimed at the spiritual and pastoral 
wellbeing of parishioners and you will see here various 
initiatives to keep us in touch with the Lord and with each other 
during this testing time for us all.  Fingers crossed we will have 
the 10.30 parish Sunday Mass and daily Mass available to all 
of you on YouTube from this weekend - see the details in the 
panel. In the meantime, look out for each other and for 
struggling neighbours, especially the elderly, follow the rules, 
and keep safe until we can gather again as a community and  
mark the passing of this unprecedented time in history. 
 

 


