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Third Sunday of Advent
(‘Gaudete’ Sunday)
The Third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete
Sunday from the opening word of the Introit to
today’s Mass in the Latin of the Tridentine form:
‘Gaudete in Domino semper: item dico gaudete ’‘Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice’.
The same text from chapter 4 of St Paul’s Letter to
the Philippians is preserved in the Entrance
Antiphon to our current Mass.
Originally, from the fifth century, Advent was a
period of fasting of forty days, like Lent, in
preparation for Christmas. It began on the feast of
St Martin on November 11th and was popularly
known as St Martin’s Lent. Just as Lent included a
Sunday when a break from fasting was allowed,
known as Laetare Sunday, so Advent included a
similar break at about the same point in Gaudete Sunday. When, in the ninth century, Advent
was reduced to four weeks, Gaudete Sunday stayed and, like Laetare Sunday, is marked by the
wearing of pink or rose-coloured vestments rather than penitential purple at Mass and the
inclusion of a pink candle in the Advent wreath.

The popular Christian writer and author of the Narnia children’s novels, C S Lewis ’early
autobiography, Surprised by Joy, describes the experience of joy in his early life and the special
pang of joy he felt in making the leap from atheism to Christianity, from being the world’s
greatest sceptic in matters of faith and God to becoming one of its greatest champions. Joy for
him is not just the feeling of pleasure but a much rarer and life-changing experience of intense
longing, a stabbing pang that overwhelms one’s whole being capable of changing a person in
their deepest core for good and all. The coming of Christ into the world can be described as just
such a life-changing event for the whole of humanity, and as that reality begins to hit home as
we approach the great feast of Christmas, the Church marks the occasion with this Sunday of
joyful celebration in anticipation of the birth of our Saviour in a few weeks ’time.

Pope Francis calls you!
Pope Francis has called a Synod of the whole Church for 2023. He would like everyone to
participate in the preparation for the Synod, clergy and laity alike, young and old and all
conditions of people, including those who no longer practice their faith. Questions are included
later in the newsletter. Please feel free to send in your answers and comments to
office@waterlooville-catholic.org.uk
Synodality and holiness are intertwined, a synodal Church better reflects, as Pope
Francis has told us, “God’s style, which is closeness, compassion, and tenderness.
You will find a sheet in the narthex for those who would like to come together in the New Year
to consider the questions we have been asked to consider in response to Pope Francis Synod for
the whole church. Please indicate name, contact details and date/time most suitable for
yourself.
Let us Dream: The Post-COVID Church
Bishop Philip writes…
Last Monday and Tuesday, I called a gathering together of all our clergy (priests and deacons)
in active ministry. It took place overnight in Southampton and nearly everyone attended. It
was an amazing experience with much joy and a real sense of hope as we reviewed our diocesan
situation and looked at the vision ahead and the next steps to be taken. The aim now is to run
a briefer but equally informative discussion with our laity across the Diocese, and also with
other groups too such as our seminarians, retired clergy, schools and so on. The title of the
gathering was: Let us Dream the Post-COVID Church. It was an action-packed timetable but a
joy for many of us to meet in this way, something we have been unable to do for many months.
After introducing the Conference myself, Heather Hauschild, our Chief Operating Officer, led
a discussion of the Pastoral Area reviews. There was also a presentation and discussion led by
Professor Tim Cain about the feedback relating to clergy from A Thousand Voices, the recent
online survey of the laity that we conducted. We then had a presentation and discussion from
Canon Michael Dennehy about the next steps to be taken, followed by a concluding presentation
from myself about where I dream the Diocese might be, with God’s favour, in ten years’ time.
The presentations followed the sequence of chapters in Pope Francis’s recent book Let us
Dream: ‘A Time to See,’ then a ‘Time to Choose,’ finally ‘A Time to Act.’ The Holy Spirit was
palpably present throughout. As said, the next phase of this process is to broaden it to involve
other constituencies, especially the laity, and we hope to do this over the next months up to
early summer, complimenting the present synodal consultation process.

Pastoral Area Advent Penitential Service
An essential part of preparation for Christmas:
Thursday 16th December @ 7pm St. Thomas, Emsworth

The Sacred Heart of Jesus
& St. Peter the Apostle
Invite you to

A Candlelit Carol Concert
With the Blendworth Brass Band

Monday 13th December @ 6.30pm
Readings & Carols followed by
Mulled Wine & Mince Pies
In the parish centre

Funds raised from the evening
will go to Hannah’s Holiday Home Appeal
and our church funds

Next week’s services:
DATE

TIME

LITURGICAL CELEBRATION

Saturday 11 Dec

5.30pm
6.15pm
10.30am
6.30pm
6.30pm
12noon
10am
7pm
10am
5.30pm
6.15pm
10.30am
6.30pm

Confessions
Vigil: THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (‘Gaudete’)

Sunday 12 Dec
Monday 13 Dec
Tuesday 14 Dec
Wednesday 15 Dec
Thursday 16 Dec
Friday 17 Dec
Saturday 18 Dec
Sunday 19 Dec

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (‘Gaudete’)
NO MASS
Parish Candlelit Carol Concert
St John of the Cross, Rel, Doctor of the Church, mem
Feria [3rd Week of Advent]
NO MASS

MASS INTENTION
Dec’d members of Breslin & White families
Bert Sutton, RIP
People of the Parish
Sinead McNally, RIP
Thomas Aelred-Taylor, RIP

Pastoral Area Penitential Service at St. Thomas, Emsworth

Mass of the Day [‘O Wisdom’]
Confessions
Vigil: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Daniel & all the family, Intention
People of the Parish
Con Haughan, RIP
Holy Souls

Amare Memoriae
Please pray for the rest and peace of the souls of Lena Brook
and Christopher Ward who have died recently. Please
remember their family and friends at this very sad and
difficult time. Lena’s Funeral will be on Tuesday 21st
December @ 10am and Christopher’s Funeral will be on
Thursday 23rd December @ 11.30am, here at Sacred Heart.

First Holy Communion
Congratulations to the children of our parish who made their First Holy Communion last
weekend, Kecy, Gregory, Aaron, Catherine, Alphons, Dillon, Aliza, Chimere, Hallie, Josh, Sofia,
Madeleine and Willow.
Baptism into the Life of Jesus and the Church
We welcome into the family of the Catholic Church Oliver and Annie Laird McCaul, who will
be baptised this Sunday @ 12noon.
Sacrament of Marriage
Please pray for Churchill Michael Archbold and Carla Sofia Da Silva Costa who celebrate
the Sacrament of marriage this weekend. We pray that the Lord, who brought them to this
happy day, will keep them forever in fidelity and love.
Please pray for those who need our prayers:
John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew, Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield,
Damien Haughan, Carole Higton, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, Margaret
Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Dave Hill, Amrutha Anthony, John de Battista, Dr.
Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, John Griffiths, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian Cuthbert, Theresa
Tierney, Mavis Bowden, Bob Jaques, Frances Shawl, Christopher Jones, Dominic Driver,
Laurence Beauvoisin, Saneesh James, Mary James, Mr. James, Tony Tucker, Judy Dibley, Mel,
Sheila Bayliss, Margaret Robinson, John McErlean, Justin Quinn, Philomena Gray, Patrick
Patten, Debbie Ellis, Barbara Higgins, Anne Loxton, Lisa Lymer, the Lymer family, James
Leigh, Rose Hayllar, Derek & Monica Taylor. For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved,
those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. For all affected by the Coronavirus
pandemic & for the health care personnel who have care of them.

Vocations
“All were questioning in their hearts.” Are you considering a vocation as a priest, deacon or in
the consecrated life? Contact Fr. John Cooke vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or call 01329
318869.
The Tuesday Club
The club meet at 2pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. So if you
have never attended before but fancy turning up for a cuppa and a chat, just
come along. Any questions – please give Trish a call on 07947 611699. Everyone
is welcome! The last meeting before Christmas is on Tuesday 21st @2pm. We
will have mince pies and Christmas cheer. Next year we will meet on January 4th The first
Tuesday of the year.
News from St. Peter’s School
Richard Cunningham, Headteacher writes…
There was cause for celebration and congratulations at St Peter’s Catholic Primary School this
week as we were officially awarded the Developer Level (level 2 of 3) of the Romero Award. The
Oscar Romero Award supports schools in realising and living the unique calling of a Catholic
school to empower young people, and all who work in the school, to become true agents of the
change they want to see in the world by putting their faith into action. Young people have a
very strong sense of justice and fairness, and are constantly seeking to be supported and
encouraged in their effort to bring about a fairer society that recognises the human rights of
all. St Peter’s is only the 4th school nationally to achieve Developer Level of the Romero Award,
with the school’s work in making Catholic Social Teaching explicit and recognisable being
highly commended by the validators. Thanks go to all the pupils and staff at St Peter’s, and
especially Mrs Pike who led our award project, for their effort towards this achievement over
time.
The Union of Catholic Mothers
Meet in the parish centre @ 2pm on the first and third Wednesday of every month.
Church Cleaning
Mondays at 9-11am. All volunteers are welcome – just turn up! Even if you can only manage
an hour – the team would be very grateful for anything you can offer.

Appeal for Volunteer fire marshals
As our Masses are returning to normal, we require as soon, as possible
adults to act as Fire Marshals at all the Weekend Masses, Saturday
6.15pm Sunday 10.30am and 6.30pm. All necessary training will be
provided. It is essential that we provide such positions for safety. If you
have been a fire marshal before and would like to resume, or if you have
not been one but would like to begin, please contact the presbytery by
phone or email as soon as possible.
Catholic Grandparents Association (CGA)
Next meeting on Tuesday 14th December @ 10am at St. Michael and All
Angels Church, Leigh Park. Come and join us for coffee, the rosary and
prayer for any particular intentions that are brought forward. We share, in
confidence, any concerns we may have about our children and grandchildren.
Newcomers are always welcome!

COVID Update
As you know, the Government has issued new COVID advice in response to the increase in
Omicron variant infections. This will not result in any change to the existing rules regarding
attendance at Mass since it is already mandatory for us to wear face coverings and we do not
(yet?) attract such numbers as would warrant the need for a COVID passport, as has been
mooted. However, it is now also mandatory to wear face coverings for events in the parish hall.
Benedizione Dei Bambini
If you are coming to the Children’s Christmas Eve Mass and would like the baby Jesus figure
for your crib at home to be blessed, please bring him along.
Choir Rehearsal for Christmas
Thursday 16th December @ 7pm in church. We extend a warm
welcome to anyone who would like to join us for Midnight Mass
and/or the 10.30am Mass on Christmas Day. Please let Elizabeth
know beforehand, so she can prepare a music folder for you: 07791
753545.
Help needed please!
If Fr. Jeremy is to celebrate all the Masses over Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day, he will need your help. The Christmas Rota
is now up in the narthex - please have a look and volunteer where
you can for the many ministries required for the Christmas
season.
The Foodbank at Christmas
The foodbank in Waterlooville will be preparing their Christmas
‘boxes’ for those families and individuals to whom they mean so
much in the festive season on the mornings of the 20th and 21st of
December – from 9am to 12 on both days. Any help you are be
able to provide would be most welcome. Just turn up at Wecock
Church Kite Close Wecock PO8 9UJ.
Available currently, in the parish shop, all the usual stocked items.
Additionally, we have for sale Advent Calendars and Christmas
Cards. It might seem early but local shops are already selling! Why
not pick up a catalogue and let us know if you would like any other items? Like many trading
companies/charities Traidcraft have suffered during the recent pandemic so your support is
vital to help those farmers and producers in the developing world struggling to support their
families and communities.
On behalf of the Parish Shop, Mary Mitchell writes…
“Ho! Ho! Ho!” ‘Tis The Season To Be Jolly
To be sung to the tune of ‘Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly’
Dress your home with nativity candles, Fa la la la la la la la la!
Add a beautiful Christmas angel, Fa la la la la la la la la!
Christmas cards and next year’s diaries, Fa la la la la la la la la!
Many, many morrrre Christmas treasures, Fa la la la la la la la la!
Time is running out to buy cards and gifts for Christmas. Our shop could save your blushes
over those last minute things you nearly forgot!

A Christmas Gift for Seafarers
What would you like for Christmas? Whatever it is then
most likely it will come here by sea. Over Christmas there
will be over 400,000 seafarers working away from their
families in tough, dangerous conditions, for months and
often in rough weather. They will receive no presents or
cards from anyone except what we give them; please help
show that they are not forgotten and we appreciate what
they do for us. Here in Portsmouth, ship visitors from the Roman Catholic charity Stella Maris
hope to take gifts to some 300 seafarers coming to Portsmouth in December in ships which bring
bananas and pineapples into the country. You can really help by putting in the Stella Maris
box in the Narthex things like: Woollen gloves, Warm socks, Toiletries (soap,
toothpaste/toothbrush, deodorant), Chocolates, Sweets, A Christmas card.
We shall wrap the gifts and give them to the seafarers, who we know will be extremely grateful
to receive anything that you leave for them!
Christmas Collection
Do you know that twice a year the community supports the
Parish Priest directly? The collections during the Christmas
and Easter Masses are used to pay an annual wage to your
priest. This is given freely to both support them and give
them the financial freedom to help others throughout the
year. Please give generously with love, respect and faith
during all the celebrations during Christmas Eve and
Christmas day. If you would like to give a gift to Fr. Jeremy
online, please goto:
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/waterlooville-sacred-heartof-jesus-and-st-peter-the-apostle-christmas-collection-2022

Flowers to decorate the Church for
Christmas
Donations towards flowers for the decoration of the church during the Christmas season would
be very welcome. Please place your donation, whatever you can afford, in the basket on the
table in the narthex. Your continued support to help beautify the church at Easter and
Christmas is always gratefully appreciated. Thank you.
Reverse Advent Calendar
Why not try reversing the ‘traditional’ process and put something in a box every day that can
be given to people who need a treat at Christmas? Your gifts can be any item of non-perishable
food, especially little Christmas treats such as chocolate Christmas tree decorations, a chocolate
orange, a box of dates or a bag of nuts. A big box for your contributions will be near the front
door until Friday 17 December. Thank you.
Christmas Events at Waterlooville Baptist Church
 Waterlooville Community Carols on Wednesday 15th December @ 6.30pm.
 A Blue Christmas on Friday 17th December @ 6.30pm. Led by Rev. Sandra Platford,
for many the last few years have been very challenging. Some have lost loved ones,
jobs, homes and as a community, WBC want to provide a safe space for people who are
not feeling OK this Christmas to sit and be in a peaceful, calming space before all the
business of Christmas takes over.
 Traditional Carols by Candlelight on Sunday 19th December @ 4pm. Followed by
mince pies and non alcoholic mulled wine.

Donate and feel great this Christmas!
The Wave 105 Cash For Kids Mission Christmas appeal is
underway – it is the biggest gift appeal in the south and is
part of a huge Cash For Kids gift appeal across the UK.
Millions of children are at risk of waking up to nothing at
all this Christmas and this local appeal will help as many
local children and teenagers as possible.Last year 10,470
children in the south received a present and the charity has
already received requests for 16,000 children – an increase
of over 5,000 children - and is expecting the need for
presents to reach 20,000 or more this year. The pandemic
has made things worse for these children as families
continue their struggle to pay for heating, food and
essentials so Christmas is a luxury they just can’t afford.
“We want everyone who donates present, or money to buy
a present, to feel great on Christmas morning as you really will make a difference to a child or
teenager who would have had nothing to open”, Sam Tanner, Charity Manager
You can support Mission Christmas in three simple ways:
1. Donate a gift at a local drop off point
2. Donate money and the charity will buy a gift on your behalf
3. Choose a gift from their online Gift List
To find a drop off point, make a donation or buy a gift online, visit wave105.com/mission. Last
day for donations is 19th December!
Feel free to phone me on 01489 481099.
Thank you for your kindness this Christmas.
Judith Meagher | Charity Fundraising Executive| Wave 105 Cash for Kids

Christmas cards from Pax Christi
Felt banners were created some years ago for display at St. Laurence’s in
Cambridge during Christmas. These banners have now been made into
Christmas cards. They can be ordered at £4.50 plus P+P from:
www.paxchristi.org.uk/product/nativity-trio-cards/
CAFOD World gifts
As we rejoice in once again celebrating Christmas with our loved ones,
let us spread our joy around the world by having a CAFOD World Gift under
the tree. From energy saving stoves to weatherproof crops to emergency
shelters, CAFOD’s virtual charity gifts help transform the lives of families
living in poverty. Buy online at cafod.org.uk/worldgifts or pick up a
catalogue from the back of church.
Mary’s Meals
Our thoughtful gifts make a real difference to the lives of children living in the world's poorest
countries – including those affected by natural disasters, conflict, and the ongoing Covid
pandemic. And this year, donations made through our gift cards www.marysmeals.org.uk/giftcard-shop and life changing gifts www.marysmeals.org.uk/shop/lifechanginggifts will be
doubled! Order online or call us on 0800 698 1212. Together, we can reach even more hungry
children with a life-changing school meal.
Job Opportunities
For full details of all job vacancies in
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/vacancies
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Our Newsletter
All news items and forthcoming events to the parish secretary office@waterloovillecatholic.org.uk by 2.30pm on Wednesday for inclusion in the next issue. We reserve the right
to edit any articles prior to publication due to space. Articles may not be published immediately
and may be held in reserve for future use. If you would like to receive a copy of the newsletter
via email on a Friday, before it is uploaded to the website, please contact the parish secretary.
This week’s Funnies…

Christmas Masses/Services within the Havant Pastoral Area
God bless you all, Fathers Jeremy, Gerard, Joe, Daniel, Mark & Deacon Nick
Saturdays
St Michael & All Angels, Leigh Park
St Joseph, Havant
St Thomas, Emsworth
St Patrick, Hayling Island
Sacred Heart, Waterlooville
St Edmund, Horndean

6 pm
5 pm
6 pm
6.15 pm
10 am

Sundays
St Michael & All Angels, Leigh Park
St Joseph, Havant
St Thomas, Emsworth
St Patrick, Hayling Island
Sacred Heart, Waterlooville
St Edmund, Horndean

10 am & 11.30 am
11 am & 1 pm (Polish)
9 am
10 am
10.30 am & 6.30 pm
8.30 am & 10.30 am

Reconciliation Services
Thursday 9th December @ 7pm
Thursday 16th December @ 7pm

Sacred Heart, Waterlooville
St. Thomas, Emsworth

Christmas Eve
St Michael & All Angels, Leigh Park
St Joseph, Havant
St Thomas, Emsworth
St Patrick, Hayling Island
Sacred Heart, Waterlooville
St Edmund, Horndean

4 pm, 6 pm & 8 pm
8 pm & 11 pm
5 pm
6 pm & 11.30 pm
4 pm, 8 pm & Midnight
5 pm & Midnight

Christmas Day
St Michael & All Angels, Leigh Park
St Joseph, Havant
St Thomas, Emsworth
St Patrick, Hayling Island
Sacred Heart, Waterlooville
St Edmund, Horndean

10 am
11 am & 1 pm (Polish)
9 am
10 am
8.30 am & 10.30 am
9.30 am

Portsmouth Diocesan Trust
Administered by: Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered

STANDING ORDER FORM
WATERLOOVILLE – SACRED HEART & ST PETER THE APOSTLE
(NAME AND ADDRESS OF YOUR BANK IN BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Bank.............................................…............................................................................
Address.......................................................................................................................
Please Pay to
the credit of:

Sort Code: 30-93-04

Account Name:

Account Number: 01861043

PRCDTR WATERLOOVILLE SACRED HEART

Bank: LLOYDS BANK PLC, PALMERSTON ROAD, SOUTHSEA.
Quoting ref

Your Name............................................................................................
(Please enter your name as it appears on your cheque book in BLOCK CAPITALS)

The sum of

£

£

Amount in words..............................................................

MONTHLY / QUARTERLY / ANNUALLY (delete as appropriate)
Starting on

Date...................................................... until further notice

Debit my Account

Name.........................................................................................................................

Account Number.....................................................................................................................................

Signature...................................................................................................................................................
Date............................................................................................................................................................

GDPR Notice - Information provided on this form, together with all other personal data held about these individuals by the Parish and the Diocese of
Portsmouth, is processed in accordance with the Diocese's Privacy Notice which can be obtained from www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/gdpr or from
the Department for Administration.

GIFT AID DECLARATION
for multiple donations
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.
Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer

Name of Charity:
Administered by:

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN TRUST

Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered

Charity No: 246871
NAME OF PARISH:

Parish
Code

WATERLOOVILLE – SACRED HEART & ST PETER THE APOSTLE

Envelope No:

Standing Order

Direct Debit

Yes/No

Yes/No

RECORD NO:

For Diocesan use only

DETAILS OF DONOR (MUST ONLY BE THE TAX PAYER- ONE PERSON ONLY)
Title………Christian Name(s)………………………………………….. Surname………………………...
Home Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………Post Code………………………………………..
Are you making donations to any other Parish in the Diocese of Portsmouth

YES / NO

In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:

I I want to Gift Aid my donation of £__________ and any donations I make in the future or
have made in the past 4 years to Portsmouth Diocesan Trust
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any
difference.

Signature…………………………………………………………….………………
Date……/……/……
Please notify the Parish Office if you:
1. Want to cancel this declaration.
2. Change your name or home address.
3. No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.
If you pay income tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due
to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM
Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.
GDPR Notice - Information provided on this form, together with all other personal data held about these individuals by the Parish and the Diocese of
Portsmouth, is processed in accordance with the Diocese's Privacy Notice which can be obtained from www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/gdpr or from
the Department for Administration.

