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Fr Jeremy Writes 
“I Believe in the Resurrection of the Body” (part 2) 

 
As I said last week, it is an article of faith for Christians 
that we believe in the resurrection of the body.  We even 
say so emphatically in the Creed we proclaim every 
Sunday at Mass. Now in spite of this, it will still come as 
a surprise to many Catholics who think it is only the soul 
that is raised from the dead.  They would point to the fact 
that human remains are sometimes exhumed, that the 
skeletons of the dead are found in archaeological digs and 
so on. If the body, too, is raised, how do we account for 
this? There is no doubt that, as in any article of faith, by 
definition, there is something that has to be accepted in 
faith and that has no rational explanation. I can’t answer 
that question, but what I understand is that the concept of 
the resurrection of the body points to the fact that, as 
human, we are not complete if simply understood as 
spiritual.  We have bodies and our bodies are the only 
means by which we can express our spirit, our inner 
reality, who we are, our unique identity, how we can form 
relationships, express love, create babies, and how we are 
special. So if it were just our soul or spirit that was raised, 
the essential part of our nature that defines us as human 
would be missing and it would be illogical and pointless 
for God to have become a human being in Christ, to have 

taken on human flesh in order to save it. We are inseparably body and spirit as human and it is as whole 
human persons that we shall inherit the risen life of Christ in eternity with God. That is why Jesus, when 
risen, appears in bodily form, and his body is a real human body, not a ghost or a spirit.  He demonstrates 
this by eating some fish in front of his gob-smacked disciples. It is, as the ancient great Father of the 
Church, Justin Martyr, wrote in the second century: (excuse the non-inclusive language) 
 
“Indeed, God calls even the body to resurrection and promises it everlasting life. When he promises to save the 
man, he thereby makes his promise to the flesh. What is man but a rational living being composed of soul and 
body? Is the soul by itself a man? No, it is but the soul of a man. Can the body be called a man? No, it can but be 
called the body of a man. If, then, neither of these is by itself a man, but that which is composed of the two 
together is called a man, and if God has called man to life and resurrection, he has called not a part, but the whole, 
which is the soul and the body” (The Resurrection 8 [A.D. 153]). 
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EASTER EGG HUNT: A WINNER! Congratulations to 2 going on 3 year-old 
Jeraldeen who counted the correct number of eggs hidden in the Easter Mass.  I suspect 
she had some help from Mum, though, as you can see from the photo, she’s something of 
an ‘eggspert’ herself! There were actually twenty eggs hidden here and there. Jeraldeen 
was the only person to get the right number. When offered a prize of chocolate, Jeraldeen 
was tempted, but eventually said her prize should go to the food bank. And so it shall! 

 
HELP! 

In these straitened times everyone is struggling through loss of 
income. Parishes, too, are experiencing a dramatic drop in 
income owing to the loss of the Sunday collection. Across the 
diocese, parishes are losing £50,000 per week as the crisis 
continues. Can you please think of helping our parish 
recoup some of the funds we are losing by going to 
the website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) and 
clicking on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate.  
It’s ever so easy and it’s fun! Try it – and try it again – 
and get your family and friends to try it – and anyone 
you can think of – and save us from drowning in debt. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR GIFT AID DONORS: 

From 6 April 2020 you might not pay enough tax to cover Gift Aided donations.  
The personal tax allowance is now £240 per week, £1042 per month, £12,500 per year so you only 
pay tax if your income exceeds this.  Please ensure the tax you pay will sufficiently cover your 
donations.  Thank you for your continued support.  For assistance with Gift Aid please contact 
Yvonne Hands on 07818688856 or email via shspa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 

 

THE FOODBANK The foodbank is not receiving as many donations as previously. They are 
opening (observing distancing rules) on Mondays 9.30 to 11.30 am and Fridays 12 to 2 pm. They are not open 
on bank holidays  - they allow for this with previous parcels to those in need. If you can help, please note these 
details: Cheques are payable to: Living Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, 
PO8 9UJ. For bank transfers: Sort code: 20-69-34; a/c no. 1363803 
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NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Although the period of school closure in the last week of March and 
the first week of April meant that the school community at St Peter’s 
was not able to mark Holy Week and the Easter Triduum together, 
the pupils of the school have turned out some amazing pieces of 
artwork in celebration of the greatest of all feasts.  Teachers set 
home learning projects for the children around Holy Week and 
Easter, with suggested activities for their investigation and 
understanding.  But this appears to have only been the start, as 
pupils all across our local area became creative and inventive in their 
celebration of Easter.  Mrs Pearson, our school art leader and 

parishioner at Sacred Heart and St Peter the Apostle, has worked tirelessly to get the children’s work onto the 
school blog.  So I suggest you take 15 minutes out of your day, sit down with a cup of tea or coffee, get out the 
last of your Easter chocolate (come on – there must be some left) and visit.  

https://www.blog.stpeterswaterlooville.co.uk/art/ 

As well as looking at Mrs Pearson’s art gallery, you may also be interested to look at the Year Group blog pages 
to see what teachers are issuing for pupil home learning, and the Headteacher’s blog to find out how we are 
keeping collective worship alive even when we are not collected together.  And finally, if the current state of 
affairs is keeping you awake at night, the links to the bedtime stories from World Book Day at the start of March 
are the ideal way to unwind.Please do keep the pupils, families, staff and community of St Peter’s Primary School 
in your prayers at this unsettling time for us all.  (Mr R Cunningham, Headteacher)  Some samples of the artwork: 

1. Flower Cross – 
Hanna (Yr 5) + Mum 
made from air-dry 
clay flowers. 

2. Ruby’s (Yr 4) New 
Life egg. 

3. Taylor’s (Yr 5) 
stunning ‘Crucify Him’ 
captures the horror of 
the event. 

 

NEW HEADTEACHER APPOINTED! – Don’t worry, neither Mr Cunningham or Mr Quinn are going 
anywhere, but Mr Jeff Sendall, Acting Head of St Thomas More School, Havant, has been confirmed as the new 
Headteacher of the school.  This is a very popular appointment and we welcome and congratulate Jeff in his new 
post. 

EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES 
An emergency appeal has been set up to help local families hardest hit by Coronavirus. Local 
families struggling before this crisis now find themselves in an even more critical situation. 
You can help them by texting 70 905 to donate £5 or by visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. 
This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored by Wave 105.2 FM. You can also join a Facebook 
group here:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/ 
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NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES 

As previously, Mass will be celebrated each day and will be recorded. Masses should appear on YouTube around 
midday. 

SUNDAY 26th April c. 10.30 am THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER The People of the Parish 
Monday 27 April c. 12 noon Monday of the Third Week of Easter Refugee Donor’s Intention 
Tuesday 28 April c. 12 noon Tuesday of the Third Week of Easter  
Wednesday 29 April c. 12 noon ST CATHERINE OF SIENA – feast 

Religious, Doctor of the Church, Patron of Europe 
For Frank 

Thursday 30 April c. 12 noon Thursday of the Third Week of Easter Sylvia Basford RIP 
Friday 1 May c. 12 noon Friday of the Third Week of Easter Dec’d Members Lodrick fam 
Saturday 2 May c. 12 noon St Athanasius - memorial Rachel Murray RIP 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS: 

John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew,Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien 
Haughan,Betty Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, 
Margaret Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill, Amrutha 
Anthony, John DeBattista, Dr Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian 
Cuthbert, Ken Ng, Karen Hulme, Mary Brown and Theresa Tierney 
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. 
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them 

 
CAFOD are appealing for School Volunteers who go into our schools 
and promote the work of CAFOD, inspiring the young people of the 
next generation to be concerned for the needy of the world and to 
undertake projects to help them.  If you have the desire and a few hours 

to each week to visit schools please contact Jo Lewry, portsmouth@cafod.org.uk or call 07710 
094447. Training and support provided. 
 

   Your Newsletter, Your News 

Please be encouraged to send in any news items for the 
newsletter. Any events or news that would be of 
interest to other parishioners; photos – with the 
permission of those in them – are especially good; 
exciting or different things you or your kids are 
doing to fight off lockdown boredom, ideas for new 
and creative hobbies and pastimes – whatever you 
think would make for good copy. By Wednesday 
midday please in order to meet our ‘deadline’.  
This stunning rainbow by Promise (St Peter’s, Yr 5) reminds 
us of the debt of gratitude we all owe to our wonderful NHS 

 

 

 


