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Fr Jeremy Writes 
“I Believe in the Resurrection of the Body” 

In the Gospel today Jesus appears to 
his disciples in the Upper Room.  
There is always some kind of 
problem whenever Jesus appears to 
people immediately after the 
resurrection.  Either they can’t 
believe their eyes, or they fail to 
recognise him or they are not 
allowed to touch him. There is 
something special and different 
about him in his resurrection body.  
If you happened to be there in the 
scene above you might want to ask 
which washing powder his Mother 
uses, but this glowing figure is once 
again to emphasise that the risen Jesus is somehow the same, yet different.  He is recognisable as Jesus but 
resurrection has transformed him and what the creator of the above image is saying, I think, is that Jesus’ divinity is 
now radiantly clear in his risen person. 
But what is significant about the appearance in today’s Gospel is that Jesus, appearing among his closest friends, 
wants them to believe their eyes, wants them to recognise him, wants them to touch him and see his wounds so that 
they can be sure it really is him though they last saw him, cold and very dead, being taken down from the cross.  This 
is Jesus come back to life from the dead by the power of God and he is no mere spirit but is real flesh and blood: 
“Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. 
Doubt no longer but believe.’” His body, too, has been raised to life in the resurrection.  This is why we Christians 
believe in the resurrection of the body - that is, not just Jesus’ body, but ours too - and we proclaim this in the creeds 
we profess at Mass.  Now in spite of this, it will still come as a surprise to many Catholics who think it is only the soul 
that survives us and is raised from the dead.  They would point to the fact that human remains are sometimes 
exhumed, that the skeletons of the dead are found in archaeological digs and so on. If the body, too, is raised, how 
do we account for this?  (to be continued…) 
 

Easter Sunday is traditionally an occasion when a collection is made for the personal use of the 
parish priest.  This year there will be no Sunday collection as we do not meet. If, nonetheless, you 
would like to make a donation by direct transfer online, send it to PRCDTR Waterlooville Sacred 
Heart, sort code 30-93-04, account no. 01861043. Please enter the reference ‘Easter Offering’. Many 
thanks. Thank you so much to those of you who have contributed or have sent gifts and 
cards. I am deeply grateful for your kindness and for your kind words.  

I leave the notice here this week just in case…!  For other donations, see below… 

EASTER OFFERING 
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EASTER EGG HUNT: At the time of writing I have not received one entry 
for last Sunday’s traditional Easter Egg hunt.  The eggs were all hidden in plain sight 
in the recording of last Sunday’s Mass.  There is still time to send in an entry – you have 
until 7pm next Sunday evening (19th April) if you want to send a figure for the number of 
eggs you can see.  There will be prizes after lockdown for anyone who guesses correctly, 
though I suspect that will not be sufficient to encourage our younger parishioners to sit 
through an hour of last Sunday’s Mass to find the eggs, well, so be it, c’est la vie! If you 
are interested, send your answer in an email to shspa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. Head 
it ‘Easter Egg hunt’ and just give your full name and age – and the number of eggs you 
could find as well of course. Happy hunting! 
 

HELP! 
In these straitened times everyone is struggling through loss of 
income. Parishes, too, are experiencing a dramatic drop in 
income owing to the loss of the Sunday collection. Across the 
diocese, parishes are losing £50,000 per week as the crisis 
continues. Can you please think of helping our parish 
recoup some of the funds we are losing by going to 
the website (waterlooville-catholic.org.uk) and 
clicking on the ‘Give As You Live’ button to donate.  
It’s ever so easy and it’s fun! Try it – and try it again – 
and get your family and friends to try it – and anyone 
you can think of – and save us from drowning in debt. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR GIFT AID DONORS: 

From 6 April 2020 you might not pay enough tax to cover Gift Aided donations.  
The personal tax allowance is now £240 per week, £1042 per month, £12,500 per year so you only 
pay tax if your income exceeds this.  Please ensure the tax you pay will sufficiently cover your 
donations.  Thank you for your continued support.  For assistance with Gift Aid please contact 
Yvonne Hands on 07818688856 or email via shspa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 
 

NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
St Peter’s remained open for business over the Easter holiday to 
help the children of key workers and those children from families 
who need us most in the tough times.  There was a different feel to 
the school as we switched from ‘term time’ to ‘holiday club’ mode, 
providing wrap-around care for all ten weekdays of the Easter 
break.  The weather helped greatly, as the children spent a huge 
amount of time outside playing ball games and other sports, 
building dens around the climbing frames, and doing a spot of 
gardening.  Of course, seasonal activities were present, with lots of 
Easter craft, Easter cooking and a chocolate egg hunt.  Added to 
that, each pupil that came for any day during the holiday club got 
an Easter egg kindly donated by Waitrose in Waterlooville.  St Peter’s was also able to host staff and pupils from 
Oaklands for the holiday, making the logistics of these new challenges easier to manage for our shared families. 
The St Peter’s staff worked on a rota over the fortnight, as that was the only way I could share out the days fairly 
from the flood of colleagues who offered to give up some of their holiday time to help the children and their 
families out.  Special thanks must go to the catering team who provided breakfast, lunch and snacks for all each 
day, as well as a super birthday cake for one lucky 8 year old girl!  Mr R Cunningham, Headteacher 
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THE FOODBANK 
The foodbank is not receiving as many donations as previously. They are opening (observing distancing rules) 
on Mondays 9.30 to 11.30 am and Fridays 12 to 2 pm. They are not open on bank holidays  - they allow for this 
with previous parcels to those in need. If you can help, please note these details: Cheques are payable to: Living 
Waters Fellowship, Wecock Church, Kite Close, Wecock, Waterlooville, PO8 9UJ. For bank transfers: Sort code: 
20-69-34; a/c no. 13638030 

 
EMERGENCY HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES 

An emergency appeal has been set up this week to help local families hardest hit by Coronavirus. Local families 
struggling before this crisis now find themselves in an even more critical situation. You can help them by texting 
70 905 to donate £5 or by visiting www.wave105.com/appeal. This ‘Cash for Kids’ appeal is sponsored by Wave 
105.2 FM. You can also join a Facebook group here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Wave105CashforKids/ 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

To the ‘Class of ‘19’ who were baptised 
and received a year ago at the Easter 
Vigil. Sadly, no such celebration this 
year for Matthew and Philip due to 
become Catholics.  However, the 
opportunity will arrive soon enough 
once we are out of harm’s way and back 
to normal. 

Featured: Back Row: Jade, Sue, Nina, 
Angela, Jackie, Fr Jeremy, Hai, Dayna, 
Toni.  

Front Row: Hollie, Essie, Albie, Hollie, 
Joseph, Luke, Luke and Emily 

 
NEXT WEEK’S SERVICES 

As previously, Mass will be celebrated each day and will be recorded. Masses should appear on YouTube around 
midday. 

SUNDAY 19 April c. 10.30 am SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
(Divine Mercy Sunday) 

The People of the Parish 

Monday 20 April c. 12 noon Monday of the Second Week of Easter Antoni Gumienny RIP 
Tuesday 21 April c. 12 noon Tuesday of the Second Week of Easter Fr Digby Samuels RIP 
Wednesday 22 April c. 12 noon Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter Eileen Rapson RIP 
Thursday 23 April c. 12 noon ST GEORGE – Patron of England - solemnity Archb’p Peter Smith RIP 
Friday 24 April c. 12 noon Friday of the Second Week of Easter Canon Eddie Matthews RIP 
Saturday 25 April c. 12 noon ST MARK – Apostle - feast Fr Frank Reynolds RIP (FM) 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS: 

John O’Neill, Maria Carmen Martin, Thomas Andrew,Geoffrey Tompkins, Anne Littlefield, Damien 
Haughan,Betty Groves, Carole Higton, Marion Greeham, Elizabeth Evelyn, Teresa Richardson, Mary Ling, 
Margaret Bush, Boris Mayfield, Stephen Condon, Nicola O’Neill, Mary Harrington, Dave Hill, Amrutha 
Anthony, John DeBattista, Dr Peter McErlean, Michael Lowe, Sabine Khan, Mary Daly, Conor Mills, Ian 
Cuthbert, Ken Ng, Karen Hulme, Mary Brown and Theresa Tierney 
For the housebound, lonely, homeless, bereaved, those in nursing homes, hospital and the Rowans Hospice. 
For all affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and for the health care personnel who have care of them 

Please also pray for the repose of the souls of Maria Alice Thornton, John Leach, Jessica Clennett 
and for Peter McKenna who have died recently. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, rest in peace. 
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A Prayer for Our Times   Your Newsletter, Your News 

Please be encouraged to send in any news 
items for the newsletter, any events or 
news that would be of interest to other 
parishioners; photos – with the 
permission of those in them – are 
especially good; exciting or different 
things you or your kids are doing to fight 
off lockdown boredom, ideas for new and 
creative hobbies and pastimes – 
whatever you think would make for good 
copy. By Wednesday midday please in 
order to meet our ‘deadline’ 

please in order to meet our ‘deadline’ 
 

BEWARE THE RAVAGES OF AGING! 

1. c. 1970 at 20-ish 

2. c. 1990 at 40-ish 

3. 2020 at three score    
years and ten 

 

HOW WILL WE CELEBRATE WHEN THIS IS ALL OVER? 

 
How wonderful it will be to come together again 
when this is all over. But how should we 
celebrate? Renoir offers one way in this Sunday 
afternoon gathering with dancing and whoopee 
in Montmartre.  Beethoven’s ‘Ode to Joy’ from 
the 9th symphony has become something of a 
liberating rallying cry in these oppressive times.  
How nice it would be to celebrate coming 
together again to its rousing tones like the 
people in this lovely moving video. See it here:  
https://youtu.be/cxLbmnvMWM0 


