
As many of you are aware One World 
Week was celebrated nationally from 20th 
to 27th October. Here at the Sacred Heart 
we recognised this with an international 
Food evening on Friday 25th October and 
an international Mass on Sunday 27th 
October.  
At this latter event we had the 
opportunity to listen to Maureen 
Thompson (a volunteer speaker for 
CAFOD) speaking to the OWW theme 
climate changes everything – now is the 
time to act. Many of you may have been 
unable to atend the Mass so we would 
like to share with you some of what 
Maureen had to say.  If you would like a 
copy of the complete talk please let us 
know.  
“For me  I am a great enthusiast for 
CAFOD’s  practical help for  the poorest, 
most hard to reach people around the 
world  because it works in our name, the 
Catholic church of England and wales 
helping to make  the  gospel a reality to 
love our neighbour and to look forward to 
a time when all God’s creation will 
flourish.  
Currently CAFOD have a campaign called 
Our Common Home which is calling all of 
us to change. A call made in solidarity 
with People across the world who are 

facing drought, conflict, disease, and 
injustice.  A campaign reinforced strongly 
of course by Pope Francis encyclical in 
2015 Laudato Si where he describes, “The 
earth, our home”, as “beginning to look 
more and more like an immense pile of 
filth” So “We need conversion which 
includes everyone”  
This all fits in very well with this year’s 
OWW theme climate changes everything – 
now is the time to act.  For the foreseeable 
future we only have this one world and we 
all need to share it, that is all people but 
also all of nature. Think about the world, 
the more we learn about the world, 
through exploration and science, the more 
awe-struck we become about its beauty 
and its complexity, the wonders of the 
interconnectivity of life. From a 
theological viewpoint from the beginning 
God called creation “good” and our 
natural response to please God is to care 
and nurture it. But we know from Bible 
stories that we have not always been 
great carers and that gluttony, envy and 
greed have driven us to want more 
regardless of the consequences. 
It’s very apparent now that, in our 
enthusiasm to create a better world with 
more comfort, more choice, more 
convenience – all great things, we have 

not always acted responsibly.  We are 
exceeding the earth’s systems to meet our 
demands for resources and its capacity to 
absorb our pollution and waste; we are 
destroying the tropical forests which drive 
the global climate system, and other 
habitats, the homes of endangered 
species.  
The message is now coming loud and clear 
that our climate is changing - this will 
affect everything but, as ever, it is 
affecting the most vulnerable first.   
Already many communities are badly 
affected by the climate crisis:  when I 
travelled with CAFOD last year to 
Katowice to witness outside the climate 
summit we met and spoke with some of 
those affected.  
One of these, Joe, told us that they are 
determined to change the narrative – 
from being ‘helpless victims of climate 
change, to protagonists and fighters of 
climate change.’ He says that despite 
their vulnerability, they are resilient. His 
message to us was that we shouldn’t 
be afraid to speak to our leaders, we 
have voted for them, and it’s our job 
to hold them accountable for the 
decisions they make. 
So, One World Week’s aims for 
togetherness, of seeking justice and 



working towards peace seem ever 
more urgent. Meeting with all these 
different people from across the world 
who are facing these difficult challenges 
was a great privilege for me. I have no 
influence but we were there, as Christians 
we listened, we prayed and we walked 
together with thousands of others from 
all over the world – we raised our voice! 
What I learnt is that this is the message 
of Jesus, things that seem hopeless are 
not with God, we are not alone the Lord is 
with us and we have each other. 
The Lord hears the prayers of those 
suffering, we too hear these stories and 
experience their consequences – is the 
Lord calling us to respond to these cries 
and change our habits? 
This One World Week is a chance for us to 
come together and recognise that we 
have a part to play in creating a more just 
world, we have a responsibility to secure 
a future for our children and to act now. 
Let’s not be afraid or resistant.  
Our faith is one of hope and calls us to 
action. It calls us to refresh our 
relationships with God, creation and one 
another. We can find hope in the fact that 
we’ve started to make huge progress. 
More individuals are making changes in 
their lives, eating less meat, switching to 

clean energy suppliers, recycling – the list 
goes on.  
We should celebrate how far we have 
come together. But there is still a long 
way to go. It is only by working together – 
as families, parishes, countries and 
globally, that real change will come. We 
need political and personal responses to 
this urgent threat we face.  We know that 
to avoid the worst effects of climate 
change, we need to reach net zero global 
emissions as soon as possible.  
I hope I have encouraged you all to Pray 
hard - keep faith – persist in good works –
for climate changes everything and for 
Now is the Time to Act.” 
 What can I do as an individual: 

• Take time to sign the petition on the 
table in the narthex 

• Act to change life Style. Reduce: Buy 
less, give away stuff no longer useful, 
go for renewable energy tariff, travel 
by public transport. Go electric – bike 
or car, eat less meat, buy local, walk 
more  

• Reuse – up cycle, pass things on, buy 
second hand; 

• Recycle, take your own cup, use cloth 
bags, buy recycled paper. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


