
The Catholic church celebrates Racial 
Justice Sunday on 9th February.  
 

This provides us with an opportunity to 
reflect on what this means to us and our 
community in 2020. 
 

Why Celebrate Racial Justice Sunday? 
We believe that the universe was created 
by a loving God who chose to become a 
human being in Jesus Christ, who has 
redeemed the world and sent the Holy 
Spirit to enable us to love one another 
with God's love. All human beings are 
equally children of God and loved by 
God. Since none is outside the love of 
God, none should be outside our love 
either. 
We believe that the diversity of the 
human race was no mistake on God's 
part. God deliberately created variety 
within the human family and wants us to 
take as much delight in that variety as 
God does. 
 

But racism persists in Britain and Ireland. 
At its most obvious and brutal, it takes 
the form of physical attacks, which 
sometimes end in murder. But it takes 
many other forms as well, like 
discrimination within the police force, 
popular prejudice against travellers or 
people seeking asylum, or reluctance to 

accept people of a different ethnic or 
cultural group as neighbours. Even within 
churches, people can face discrimination 
and unkindness because they are 
different from the majority in a particular 
community.   

As long as this continues, we believe that 
it is important to make time to give thanks 
for our diversity and to pray for God's 
help in overcoming our prejudices and the 
injustices that reflect and reinforce them. 
 

'All human beings are born free and equal 
in dignity and rights. They are endowed 
with reason and conscience and should act 
towards one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood. Everyone is entitled to all the 
rights and freedoms set forth in this 
Declaration, without distinction of any 
kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, property, birth or 
other status.' 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,  
 

BLACK – a poem  
If the night sky wasn't inky Could the stars 
shine so bright?  And if there wasn't 
darkness, tell me, how could light be 
light? No dark depths of earth - How 
would the flora grow? Black is essential, 
don't you know?    

You tell me black is no good - The shade 
of evil, shade of sin; How do I then make 
sense of the blackness of my skin? The 
skin I didn't choose no more than you 
could choose your own; The skin that I 
was gifted - only skin I've ever known.    

Black is what I am; it's who I am; It is my 
pride. It's the strength on which I stand - 
where I refuse to be denied. Black speaks 
of where I'm going -  
How the world relates to me; black speaks 
of where I've come from- heritage and 
history.    

But it's hard not to internalise the 
message all around - before a word is 
spoken that in black offence is found; 
explicit or implied. Yet from your view you 
cannot see the shackles to be broken Until 
black lives full and free.  
 © Karen Campbell 2019 
 

Discipleship as Anti-Racist Living   
Michael Jagessar  
Discipleship is the big conversation point 
across our churches. We are all wrestling 
with what it means be a people Walking 
the Way of Jesus. We are also exploring 
the holy habit of discipleship in our 
renewed and renewing search for what it 
means to be followers of Jesus. This same 
yet new Jesus invites us into a journey of 



fullness of life for all. This ‘fullness of life’ 
invitation asks what discipleship as ‘anti-
racist living’ might look like.     

Discipleship as an anti-racist habit, invites 
us to examine how racism and its related 
injustices operate in systemic ways. Are 
we able to move beyond the ‘good 
intentions’ of resolutions and 
statements? An anti-racist habit is the 
practice of identifying, naming, 
challenging, and changing the values and  
structures that perpetuate systemic 
racism.     

The ‘holiness’ aspect of this habit invites 
us to ask honest questions such as: what 
about power imbalances, disparities, 
privilege, whiteness, and exceptionalism 
of all sorts? What about our precious 
theologies that often hide and propagate 
racist actions and privilege?     

Discipleship as anti-racist living is a 
proactive way of seeing and being in life. 
It is an invitation to share in the 
transforming ‘economy of fullness of life 
for all.’   
 

Whiteness is just one shade away from …    

We are all created in the image of God.  
And God gave us one skin of many shades 
to cover the body of Christ. Are we not 
kin?    

What and where did it all go wrong, when 
one group became dominant and the 
other became marginalised because of 
the shade of their skin …     

And some of us were just expected to 
take it on the chin?  
 

Then over time, the stories of the 
marginalised although intertwined with 
our oppressors, have been eroded, 
erased, re-written or even re-worded, 
without reference to us.     

It seems like at all points in our history we 
were seen as heathens and created 
through sin….     

Never through God’s will. Centuries later, 
there are those of us who are still 
struggling to fit in.     

 Will we ever win?    

Jesus often refers to the poor, the slave, 
the prisoner, the child as the kingdom of 
heaven    

Let us look around to make the prayer 
which unifies us … a reality and in the 
body of Christ make us one in skin, shade 
and colour.     

 
 

 WHAT CAN I DO?? 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


