
We quote from War on Want part of the 
worldwide movement for global justice, 
fighting against the root causes of 
poverty and human rights.  
The urgency to mitigate climate change 
and its impacts grows greater with the 
passing of every day. For many in the 
Global North, this urgency was made 
palpable following the publication of the 
1918 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report. But for the global 
majority, this urgency is often felt in the 
ever-worsening and increasingly unstable 
climatic conditions which erode 
livelihoods and threaten those most 
directly impacted. 
In a recent article calling for a Global 
Green Deal, Asdad Rehman makes clear 
how the impacts of the climate crisis are 
already manifest in the lives of many: 
“Warming of just 1degree C has been 
enough to unleash killer floods, droughts 
and famines. In every corner of the world 
climate violence has already been 
exacting a heavy toll on the poorest and 
most vulnerable. (…) The most 
conservative estimates are that each year 
close to a million lives in the global south 
are already being claimed by the violence 
of climate change with many more 
millions losing their homes and 

livelihoods. The climate crisis also fans the 
existing flames of economic inequality and 
poverty, resulting in a deepening crisis of 
hunger, increased conflict and deepening 
existing racial and gender inequalities. All 
of which determine the very ability of 
people to survive climate impacts and to 
adapt to, and respond to, the realities of 
the climate crisis.”   
 While the global majority 
disproportionately suffer the impacts of 
the climate crisis, the Global North and 
the world’s wealthiest have a vastly 
disproportionate role in generating the 
climate crisis. The wealthiest 10% are 
responsible for nearly half of all global 
lifestyle emissions.  
The disproportionate distribution of 
carbon emissions closely mirrors, and is 
bound up with, the global distribution of 
wealth. 
The specific ways in which an increasingly 
destabilised climate is experienced are 
determined by the material conditions and 
power dynamics that shape the ability to 
be resilient, adapt, recover or mitigate in 
the face of these impact. Inequity and 
injustice are at the heart of the climate 
crisis, its causes and impacts. The 
transition to an energy system no longer 
dependent on fossil fuels presents an 

opportunity to transform these power 
relationships and reduce this vast global 
inequity. However, the dominant vision 
put forth by industry, international 
financial institutions, Northern states and 
many Northern NGOs threatens to simply 
displace emissions from the North while 
generating greater impacts in the South 
through offsetting and market 
mechanisms, as well as increased metal 
mining and extractive projects. This is 
bound up with the fact that in even some 
of the most ambitious scenarios of 
transition towards a less carbon-intensive 
world, the total volume of extracted 
resources is projected to grow 
significantly. 
Dangerously a subset of these growth 
projections is emerging as the basis of 
metal mining projects. This greenwashing 
narrative is based on the claim that a 
substantial increase in metal mining is 
necessary to meet the material needs of 
renewable energy technologies and 
associated infrastructure.  
We need to take acritical look at the 
expanding extractive frontier, 
deconstructing these emerging 
greenwashed narratives and ultimately 
argue that the communities and 
ecosystems on the frontlines of metal 



mining need to take a central place in 
climate justice 
Why focus on mining? 
Discussions on the relationship between 
extractive industries and climate change 
tend to focus on the burning of fossil 
fuels. Occasionally deforestation driven 
by agro-extractive interests appears in 
policy discussions, but metal and mineral 
mining rarely feature as a central issue. 
Yet these industries are responsible for a 
fifth of global emissions and the same 
share of global health impacts from 
particulate matter. In some countries, 
such as Chile, the mining sector is the 
largest consumer of electricity.     
Most climate and energy policy agendas, 
iterations of a ’Green New Deal’ in the US 
and the UK, and the demands of many 
movements and organisations which 
identify with climate justice principles do 
not explicitly address metal mining. Nor 
do most divestment campaigns or most 
‘ethical’ investment funds screen for 
mining companies in their determination 
of what constitutes harmful investments. 
Or all these reasons, the voices of 
communities impacted by mining must be 
brought to the fore of debate and visions 
of an energy transition rooted in justice. 
  
 
 

The intention of concentrating on the 
impact of mining on climate change 
and the environment is not to cast 
doubt on the value or necessity of 
renewable energy technologies; we 
must urgently break away from fossil 
fuel dependence while ensuring the 
demands for energy access and energy 
justice are met.  
 

What Can I Do? 

• Ask your local authority, councillors and 
pension fund to review their investment 
policy - avoiding those mining companies 
with bad practice.  

• Ask them to consider divesting from 
fossil fuels & the heavy users of these. 

• Ask the government to treat energy as a 
public good, not a commodity.  

• Examine your own lifestyle/habits in the 
light of the catastrophe that the world 
faces. 

• Visit the War on Want website for 
further information 
www.waronwant.org 

 

Pope Francis encyclical in 2015 
Laudato Si described, “The earth, our 
home”, as “beginning to look more 
and more like an immense pile of filth” 
So “We need conversion which 
includes everyone” 
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