
 
 

‘…I was hungry and you gave me food. 
I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed 
me…’.                          Matthew 25: 35 
 

In 2015 we were all shocked by the 
plight of refugees fleeing their country 
due to war and persecution. Ordinary 
people like you and me suddenly 
found themselves, not just without a 
home, but also without a country to 
live in. Looking for safety, where their 
families could work, be educated and 
live life with hope, they took perilous 
journeys over land and sea. Many are 
now living in camps, makeshift homes 
and tents. No home, no life and no 
country. 
So what can be people like you and me 
– apparently without any particular 
vocation, talent or skill do to help 
others in such real distress?  
In that same year, 2015, in response to 
the conflicts, the Prime Minister 
announced that 20,000 people would 
come to Britain as part of the 
Vulnerable Persons Resettlement 
Scheme. 
As families began to arrive and rebuild 
their lives, more and more 

communities, made it clear they 
wanted to step up and play their part in 
the welcome and resettlement process. 
As a result, The Home Office and civil 
society organisations came together to 
co-design the Community Sponsorship 
of Refugees scheme. Launched in June 
2016 this particular form of 
resettlement gave ordinary people 
from ordinary communities the 
opportunity to form sponsorship 
groups that would directly support 
refugees. 
As of now, Community Sponsorship is a 
growing movement, with sponsoring 
groups emerging in villages, towns and 
cities across the UK. 
How does the scheme work? 
It is a two-year programme containing 
three main elements –  
Housing – finding & preparing a 
suitable, affordable family home 
Funding – raising a support fund to 
cover additional needs 
Support – planning and delivering a 
programme of resettlement support 
How is it effective? 

• Frequent and effective support by a 
committed group of volunteers  

• Families benefit from the rich social 
capital of a whole community 

• Strong bonds of friendship, mutual 
understanding and empathy 

• Shared motivation and commitment 
to successful resettlement.  
 

Currently a group is meeting in the 
Waterlooville/Horndean area with a 
view to inviting a family to join our 
local community. The aim is to form a 
group of 20/25 people – the suggested 
size ensures that once up and running 
all efforts are shared among the many 
not just the few. The logo on the front 
of this leaflet has been adopted by the 
group – the word in the centre ToDaRe 
– together with dignity and respect for 
everyone.  
We would like to invite those 
interested in pursuing this further to 
join us on this journey of exploration.   
You do not have to be an ‘expert’ – 
there will be many essential signs of 
friendship and support that will be 
required e.g. taking families to hospital, 
dentist or doctors. Help in finding 
housing maybe even making a cake. 
Maybe help with fundraising to pay for 
clothes, transport and other living costs 



when a family first arrives in the UK, or 
help with form filling or even show a 
family where to shop or teach them 
some English. A little help goes a long 
way, to help a family enjoy their new 
life in the UK. 
The scheme is inspired by a Canadian 
model, which has successfully 
resettled around 300,000 refugees 
since it began in 1978. 
We would hasten to point out that 
those welcomed under this 
Community Sponsorship scheme are 
not illegal entrants. The families arrive 
with full refugee status and the right to 
work, school places, free healthcare, 
English tuition and State benefits. The 
families are identified by the 
Government in conjunction with the 
United Nations and arrive after 
security screening and medical checks. 
Our local project has the support, 
advice etc. from Caritas – the Catholic 
churches international support group.  
We look forward to seeing many of 
you at our planning meetings. For 
details of these – dates, times etc. 
contact Maureen, Jackie or Philip at 
 

Edwardpeter146@gmail.com 
jackiebroadwayfarm@gmail.com 
philiphayllar@hotmail.com 
 

The success of Community Sponsorship 
depends on the inclusion of lots of 
different people so do step outside the 
boundaries of our parish and tell 
everyone about this project – there will 
be many people who will be thinking 
‘what can I do?’ so please let them 
know. 
 

‘The community sponsorship scheme 
personalises a huge, human drama, by 
enabling local communities to welcome and 
support refugees in a real and tangible way. 
This scheme opens a path for people to 
respond with compassion, providing welcome 
and integration, and should betaken up as 
widely as possible.    Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
 

One of the greatest tragedies of our time is 
the refugee crisis. Pope Francis has often 
addressed this complex but distressing 
matter, ever calling us to see beyond the 
politics and the stereotypes to suffering 
human beings in desperate need. He has 
asked us to open our homes, our 
communities, and our churches in order to 
accommodate refugees, and so I want to 
encourage community groups within our 
diocese to consider sponsoring a refugee 
family in their parish.                Bishop Philip 
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