
 
 

We need to be very careful when 
communicating with each other to 
make sure the words/phrases we use 
convey the reality of what we are 
sharing with each other. Careless or 
deliberate misuse of words or phrases 
can have the effect of distorting the  
circumstances, situations etc. we are 
meant to be outlining. 
 

Take the example of the words 
migrant and refugee.  

• A migrant is a person who moves 
from one country to another. 

• A refugee is a person escaping 
abroad seeking protection, 
shelter from persecution, war, 
poverty, abuse etc. 

 

Have you noticed that the recent 639  
persons stranded on the resucue boat 
in the Mediterranean and refused entry 
by two Christian European countries 
are talked about as migrants – I would 
suggest that by the definition above 
they are clearly refugees.  
 

Since toddler Alan Kurdi was found 
washed up on a Turkish holiday beach 
in 2015, the United Nations estimates 
that at least 9,000 more people have 

drowned in the Mediterranean. We no 
longer even see those huddled groups 
of terrified people floating in listing 
dinghies on the mainstream news. 
 

According to the UN, it is away from the 
sea that most deaths occur – crossing 
the Sahara. Doctors for Human Rights, 
an Italian human rights group, believes 
that 90 per cent of those crossing the 
Shara witness murder, death or rape. 
 

 

Why should we care? 
Matthew 25: 35-40. The Sheep and the Goats 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a strnager and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.’ 
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did 
we see you hugry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you something to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you un, or needing clothes and 
clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison 
and go to visit you?’ 
“The king will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of rhese brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’ 
  

We are constantly being persuaded 
that asylum seekers and refugees are a 
burden, something to fear. But are they 
not something to welcome? Without 
either of these groups, would our lives 

not be far poorer? For here is our 
opportunity to meet people who have 
seen the worst the world can throw at 
them and yet retain their hope.Our 
chance to learn from the most 
entrepreneurial group imaginable – 
those who have lost everything but 
kept the great riches of their humanity. 
 

 

A list of the migrants and refugees 
known to have died attempting to find 
a new home within the borders of the 
European Border in the past 25 years 
shows the total number is 34,361. This 
list has been compiled by United for 
Intercultural Action, a European 
network of 550 anti-racist 
organisationsin 48 countries. The list 
stretches back to 1993, when Kimpua 
Nsimba, a 24 year old refugee from 
Zaire, was found hanged in a detention 
centre, five days after arriving in the 
UK. 
 

The list only details deaths that have 
been reported: the toll is almost 
certainly far higher. As international 
media coverage of the refugee crisis 
has taught us, many more deaths go 
undocumented. They are lost at sea, or 



die in the backs of trucks; they are 
killed in perilous conditions in camps, 
or by far-right hate groups; or the 
extreme stress of their sutiation leads 
them to take their own lives.  
 

A wave of publis sympathy for the 
plight of refugees in Europe was 
quickly displaced by a back lash against 
the rising numbers of arrivals in 2015 
and 2016, whan almost three million 
people claimed asylum in Europe. The 
EU responded by trying to export the 
problem back to Africa, with a £1.75bn 
EU-Africa trust fund designed to 
encourage African countries to stop 
people making the journey to Europe. 
The list shows the impact of this policy 
shift – compared with 2014 the 
number of deaths in 2017 in and off 
the coast of Africa ascribed to those 
trying to get to Europe had almost 
doubled , while deaths in Europe 
halved over the same period. 
 

The UK is the only state in Europe that 
detains irregular migrants indefinitely, 
and there are more than 50 deaths 
recorded that occurred in British 
detention centres, prisons or privately 

run housing housing for asylum 
seekers. 
 

Ann Singleton, an academic specialising 
in migrant data at the University of 
Bristol says the EU and its member 
states should do more to momitor 
deaths, rather than leaving the bulk of 
the work to NGOs and activists 
 

Better reporting around deaths is an 
important first step – but Singleton is 
clear that it’s not a solution. “Ulimately 
we don’t want an industry collecting 
data, we want safe migration routes. In 
an ideal world, in a humane world, 
there’d be no data to collect at all.” 
The Uk is one of the most prosperous 
countries in the world. If we cannot or 
will not spare a small amount of our 
good fortune  to help those in most 
desperate need, what does that say 
about us?  
 
 

 

Sign the ‘With Refugees’ petition 
which states the needs & potential 
rights of refugees. Accessible through 
the International Rescue Committee 
website 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


